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An old relationship that fades 

Socotra Island 2009 



Why Spain?  
European Status (2010) 

France 87 

Greece 70 

Spain 1500-1600 

Italy 14 

Portugal 84 

Bulgaria 40-45 

TOTAL EU 1795-1900 

Albania 14 

Macedonia 30-35 

TOTAL NON-

EU 44-49 



ñLessonsò from Spain 

Å1 Population trends 

Å2 Migration and wintering 

Å3 Limiting factors and viability 

Å4 Conservation in practice 

 



Knowledge in Spain: 

Population size and trends 



Knowledge in Spain: 
Global long-term estimations are not very accurate 

Del Moral (2009) S.E.O. 

Irregular quality of the regional coverage 

Censusing Egyptian vultures is not an easy task!! 



Knowledge in Spain: 

Regional long-term studies shed light 



Lesson 1: conclusion 

ÅWhen dealing with large and 

unknown populations accurate 

censuses are difficult 

ÅLong-term studies in pilot areas 

may shed light 

ÅApplicable to Turkey and Asian 

countries? 
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Where the vultures winter? 



Where migrants die? 

In the sea of sand 



A common fact: high mortality rates 

during migration 

In medium-sized birds of prey 50% of deaths occur during migration, Klaasen et al 2014 



What we know? 

The cost of being migrant 
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Sanz-Aguilar et al.  2015.  Oecologia 



Conditions in the Sahel are also 

important 

NDVI
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Grande et al 2008 Oikos 



Lesson 2: conclusion 

ÅHigh mortality during migration is natural, being biased to 
juveniles 

 

ÅSedentary populations have higher survival 

 

ÅThere is not a common factor driving the extinction of all 
the Iberian populations (as would be expected if mortality 
in Africa were determinant). 

 

ÅLocal factors are important and perhaps decisive.  

 

ÅDo not generalize! 
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If we want to know 

It is neccessary to individualize the birds! 

 

Condition sine qua non  

 


