From research to conservation: challenges to
secure the future of the Egyptian Vulture
(lessons learned from Spain)

Flyway Action Plan for the Conservation of the Balkan
and Central Asian Populations of the Egyptian Vulture
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An old relationship that fades

Socotra Island 2009




EU Population (pairs)

% Population EU/Europe
% Population Spain/EU
EU population trend

EU Status

Red List Category UICN

Why Spain?

European Status (2010)

Griffon
27189
99
94
Large Increase
Secure

Least concern

Cinereous
1889
100
98
Large Increase

Rare

Near threatened

Bearded

1900 162
97 100
97 63

Large decline Large increase

Endangered Vulnerable

Endangered Least concern

France 87
Greece 70
Spain 1500-1600>
Italy 14
Portugal 84
Bulgaria 40-45
TOTAL EU 1795-1900
Albania 14
Macedonia 30-35
TOTAL NON-
EU 44-49
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Knowledge In Spain:
Population size and trends
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Del Moral, J. C. (Ed.) 2009. El akmoche comin en Espana. Poblacion reproductora en 2008 y método de censo.
SEO/BirdLife. Madrid.
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Knowledge In Spain:

Global long-term estimations are not very accurate
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Knowledge In Spain:

Regional long-term studies shed light




L esson 1: conclusion

AWhen dealing with large and
unknown populations accurate
censuses are difficult

ALong-term studies in pilot areas
may shed light

AApplicable to Turkey and Asian
countries?
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Where the vultures winter?




Where migrants die?




A common fact: high mortality rates
during migration
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In medium-sized birds of prey 50% of deaths occur during migration, Klaasen et al 2014



What we know?
The cost of being migrant
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Sanz-Aguilar et al. 2015. Oecologia



Conditions In the Sahel are also
Important

Survival rate
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Survival and NDVI in the Sahel are positively related
Grande et al 2008 Oikos



L esson 2: conclusion

A High mortality during migration is natural, being biased to
juveniles

A Sedentary populations have higher survival

A There is not a common factor driving the extinction of all
the Iberian populations (as would be expected if mortality
In Africa were determinant).

A Local factors are important and perhaps decisive.

A Do not generalize!
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